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administrators of the department of the Finistere, who had
sent volunteers to support the Girondin rising at Caen,1 and
at Toulouse, established by the deputies Paganel and Darti-
goyte, which condemned thirty persons to death between 25
Nivose (January 14) and 2 Floreal (April 21), 1794 ;2 also
twelve Revolutionary Commissions without any juries, of
which the best known are those of Lyons, Bordeaux, Marseilles,
Nantes, Blois, Nimes, and Orange, and sixty military com-
missions, appointed to judge men caught with arms in their
hands, which were chiefly employed in La Vendee, and of
which the most terribly severe were those of Angers, Laval,
Le Mans, Kennes, and Toulon. As a rule, however, the repre-
sentatives on mission found it enough to empower the ordinary
criminal tribunals to act as revolutionary tribunals, and it is
to the credit of the French judicial profession, that the regular
judges refrained to make much use of the vast powers thus
conferred on them, and acted with studied moderation as
compared with the various special tribunals.3

But who were the people who, both m Paris and in the
provinces, were sent to the guillotine to maintain the system
of Terror, and that their deaths might terrify their neigh-
bours ? They were first of all chiefly priests who had refused
to take the oath, against whom the deputies on mission waged
pitiless war. not only as priests, but because they looked on
them as possible leaders of a general revolt, owing to their
action in La Vendee, the Vivarais, and the Gevaudan, Next
to priests, ci-devant nobles were the favourite victims, especially
if their rank was exalted, and they had been officers of the
old royal army. Of politicians, the Girondins and their sup-
porters, the federalists in the local administrations, were most
vigorously hunted down, and next to them ex-Constituants.
Those suspected of holding any communication with Emigres
were seldom spared; forgers of assignats, opponents of the
law of the maximum, and young men who refused to go to the
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